
Call for collaboration
Immpact would like to form a collaborative network to undertake further 
development of Sampling at Service Sites (SSS).

What is SSS? An innovative approach to estimating 
maternal mortality (MM). Women are sampled at 
natural gathering points (e.g. clinics and markets) 
and information is gathered about the vital status of 
their sisters (direct sisterhood method). This is more
efficient than the usual practice of sampling households 
and interviewing women in their homes.  

What work needs to be done? Areas that could be developed include: 
• Validating MM estimates from SSS by triangulating with estimates from                                                          

population-based sources.
• Applying SSS to other outcomes (e.g. perinatal mortality). 
• Testing other sampling sites (e.g. religious meeting places, transport stations).
• Evaluating field efficiencies in different contexts.
• Asking additional questions about circumstances of death (e.g. place of death).
• Institutionalising SSS in routine health information and statistical systems.

See the SSS module at: http://www.immpact-international.org/toolkit/module4/sss/index.html
And more information at: http://www.maternal-mortality-measurement.org

For further information or discussion please contact: Jacqueline Bell at 
Immpact, Health Sciences Building, University of Aberdeen (j.bell@abdn.ac.uk)


